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Department of State, in order to clarify certain assertions regarding
the attitude of the Dopumnt. oonteined in the Invitations whieh

were addressed by Oemersl N.~,(Ra6esc\x to ocertain exuea persons, in
view of the formation of a National Liberation Committee.

Before asking Mr. Rlokels the gquestions I desired to have chrlrl.ad, ‘
I wished to make certain that I had understood ocorreotly the positiom
of the Despartment of Imte with regard to the formation of nh____!._._n_
1@;&5‘9‘9, as that position hed besn defined to me by ni interloousor
himself in the oourase of previous talks. 1 asked Mpr, Nlockels mtﬁur
the gonclusions I had drawn as to the position of the Department of

State, from our previous talks, were gorrect. I resumed those oon=

olusions as followa:

1) The Department of Smte has not suggested and does not intend e .-
" suggest, at least up to the present time, the formation of e o-l.tut {,
o enyone. The Department however lot it ba understood that, should 1
.such a committee be formed by Romanians, on broad and uprou‘z}télttvo ’ é{
bases, the American suthorities would bo prepared to give 1t a sertain
smount of support. »
2) The Department of State categorically denles any assertion that
1t would lnvolve itself in any way in the formatlon of the committee.
it denier that it has ever suggested the inclualon of any person in
the ocmuittee, or that it has ever expressed any preference other than
tht laid forth In # S below.

3) The Department of State enoourages the Romanlan movement abroad
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to achisve the greatest messure of wunity in Lts actlon.
Mr. Niokels stated that these thres points resume with absolute
correotness the attitude of the Department of 3tate.
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I then expoged to Mr., Nickels the matters I wished to have olarified.
In the first plsce, the announced intenilon of Gen. Radesou to proseed
on August 10, 1948, to proolaim the formation of the camittee "with
_perscns having answered affirmatively”, seemingly unoonserned with the
question whether or not suoh persons answering affirmatively had the
necessary qualifications to afford the gcommittee n representative
chareaster. In the second plece, the following sentences, of whish the ‘
" £irst ocmes from the olrcular issued to the psrsons invited to take
tn the committee, and the othsr two from a letter addressed to f‘
i

Aa
ntzhng in connection with thils same matter:

" 1) "ee. following a new perscnal communication made to me by the ' ;
Department of State, a communication whioh none mmong us may ignore, 7"‘
in view of the advantages ensuing therofrom on behalf of the nn-'r!o-vﬂ.
are called to defend, I have deoided, ia my capacity as the Preaident)

and la nl/u C
of the lasest Romanian gonstituti govermment, to assume responsi- |
blllty for the formation of the national ocommittee of liberation, and J
to go forward with all the haste demanded by olrcumstances.”::

2) "In view glso of the attitude taken by the Department of ss-to,
it would be my bslief that I may assert thet a refusal on your part ;
to enter the natlonal committes, in the conditicns in which I medesf |
proposal, would not be the course that would best serve your own
interests.” s

$) Tais deolefon I took in full scoord with those in whomiw'have
placed sll our hope of esoaping the communist yoke, and us\iinlna tun;,;
responsibllity for the sct I am mgoomplishing.” ' S

I pointed out to ir, Nlokels that the above allow the following

conolusicns to be drawnt v
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1) General sdesou asserts that the Department of stato asked -
least suggested l-um-na/tulu the initlative of forming s ocamittee.
I observed that this assertion seems irreconsilable 10)1 the attitude
of the Department of State, whioh had been confirmed to me barely a
few minutes before, and acoording to whioh the formation of a committee
had not been suggested to anyone.

2) More than this, by asserting that a "personal communiocation™ had }

been made to him, Genersl fadesou allows 1t to be understood thet the
Department of State oonslders him to have the right to form the com-
mittee, or at least that the Department had expressed a preference L
his favor. This would be in oontradiotion with the categorioal uu}‘ﬁJ
of the Department of State, to the effect that it does not desire t{
be involved in eny way in the formation of the committee. ‘
3) More serious stlll, General Hadesou acoompanies his announced }
intention to form the coxmittee in any case by the Tenth of August,
“with those who snswer affirmatively”, with such assertions as "this
declsion I took in full acoord” with the Americans, and as "in viev of
the sttitude taken by the Department of State®, i‘imo who should fail
to accept would have ocause to regret thelir docluon. T™is, I pointed
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out, e a mode of making people believe that the Department of State —
advised him not tn bother too muoh about who scoepts or falls to aoocpti
the lnvitatlon, but to progeed in any oase with the formation of the ‘
committee. I stressed that this Lmpression whioch CGonersl “adesou 1s
trylng to acoredit is Ilnoompatible with the sppesl) for unity made by
the Americsn Government, for 1t suggests that e committee ut up by

General ‘adescu would somshow have the approval of the Dop.,rtuent of \
State, no matter who might adhere or fall to adhere to it. {

As a matter of fact, I polnted out to Mp, VNiokels, it 1s unlikely
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that of the fifteen peraons addressed by General *adescu, more than
five would anawer his appesl, not one of whom would be a mamber of s
politicel party. (fhe reasons for this shall be set forth bslow.)

I asked Np. Niokels, therefore, ‘whether he considers these ssseprtions
of Genersl Bndeudufu. directly involving the attltu&e of the Depart-
ment of State, to e exaot. ' '

Mp. Niokels stated that the Department of State had not sent any i
peracnal message to General Radescu, but had merely answered a query
put by the latter. General ‘adesou had indeed informed the Department

" of his intention "to take the initiative for setting up a ccmmittee”,

1
and asked to know what would be the attitude of the Lepartment of }
State toward this intention. It was replied to Genersl Radesou that ‘,
the Department would view with pleasure the formation of a Romamian ﬁ"
oo-nl.ttu. sat up on broad and cocuprehensive bases.

I then asked whether the correst interpretation of this reply would
not be that what would be viewed with plemsure 1s the formstion of the 1
committee as such, and not necessarily its formation by Genersl Bndnou1
In other words, I hinted that what the Dopumqt mesnt was neither to
conpider that General £Hadesou was the proper person to set i\p the !
conmittees, nor yet to indlénto & preferenge in his b;hlr. Wat would '
have happened, I asked, 1f the politloal pesrties, too, had announced
thelir lntontlon to take the initiative of forming the gcormittee - as \
they cona;dor themselves perfectly well called upon.::at:g,th“they .‘i
deem themselves to represent the majority of 'Rmnlan public cpinion -
and had then seked the Department of 3tate what Lts attitude was towarda
this initiative? Would they have received the same raply as that glven .
to Ceneral Radescu? ':

This, 1 l{_:-euod, was more than & simple hypothesis, begause the
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pontionl parties had indeed taken such sn initiative, even before Gen.
Redesou, but had not broughﬁ 1t to the notice of she Department of
State so far - and would not bring it up at all, had the issus Nl been
ralsed bY others - beoause they oonsider this to be a matter of '"!rm
Romanian oonoern, that need not be Jisoussed with any rorugﬁ gon.mont.

Mp, Niokels replied that the interpretation I gave to the Depart-
ment of State's answer to General Fadeson was correct, and that to a
similar query that might have been put by myself on behalf of the
political parties, the answer would have been the same. That 15, as
Mp. Niokels stressed, that the Department would vlfo' with pleasure the.
formation of & committee “on broad and somprehensive bases".

Mr. Niokels avedired that this ls all that sotually happened and all
that had been uld“vto General) Hudosouy, in reply to his query - tm and

¥
nothing more. :

Consequently, to a new query of mine, he replled that General Rnduo;i
had not been encouraged, nor had it been suggested to him, to form
the oonmittees with sush persons as mlgl;t answer affirmatively to his -
appesl, no matter who those perscns might be.

#th the moderstion that oharacterises him, Mr. Niokels added the '
ocmment: "General Hadesou has certalnly interpreted the reply given to
his query by the ADcputmnnt of State, in a way that goes beyond the
Departmsnt's intentiona, and whioh favors his own (Radescu's) point or
view. I asked whether the publioatlon of Genersl Radesou's appeal in
any of the Romanian publications that sppear abroad might oomport no”?
unpluunﬁ conseguences. Mr., Niockels wound up by saying that such pub-. :
lication would provide "our common foes” with propagande arguments, ro-]]

presenting the United States as interfering in the domestic affairs of

other oountries. v
31 July 1948. ' es. G. N. Buzestl. 2. - . - 44




